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Strategic Review of 
World Bank Publications 

Create a cutting edge publishing model  

that fully embraces free and open access, 

with a particular emphasis on electronic dissemination 

= + + 

Open Access Publishing 



Publishing at the World Bank 

Commercial Publishing 

• Objective: Maximize Revenue Potential 

• Content is priced, but steep discounts in 

developing countries 

• Works are copyrighted, all rights reserved 

• Reuse requires specific permission; fees 

for the right to reuse the content 

Open Access Publishing 

• Objective: Maximize Development Impact 

• Content is free on the OKR, but print and 

value-added versions are priced 

• Works copyrighted, CC BY license  

• Reuse, even for commercial purposes, is 

free; only requirement is attribution 

The World Bank is the first and so far the only major international organization 
to adopt an Open Access Policy and to implement Creative Commons Licensing 

• Partners include distributors with a Bookmobile to go into 

remote villages, as well as Google, Amazon and Apple 

 



How DCP3  
Will be Published 



  Mobile Apps 

Global Dissemination Channels 

Free Channels 

Web Portals Print 

Enhanced Channels 

…20+ channels 

+ 3 eAtlases  

5 Print-on-Demand Distribution Hubs 



Dissemination of WDR 
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WDR 2011: Conflict

WDR 2012: Gender

WDR 2013: Jobs

Title 

Print dissemination Electronic Dissemination   

Print - Book 
Print - 

Overview 
Google Books 

Visits 
Scribd Book 

Reads  
ISSUU 

Impression 
OKR 

Downloads from 
Bank Websites 

eLibrary 
Downloads 

Complete 
WDR 

TOTAL 

WDR 2011: Conflict 19,886 10,600 6,574 9,469 2,223 481 72,523 1,658 1,081 124,495 

WDR 2012: Gender 12,350 10,450 7,632 22,500 9,725 1,138 52,804 3,215 13,753 133,567 

WDR 2013: Jobs 10,882 8,950 762 10,715 6,249 6,349 34,059 777 0 78,743 



WDR 2013 Top 5 Countries 



OKR Author Profiles 



Downloads and Citations 



Opportunities for DCP3 

• Translations 

• Communications 
o Building “buzz” leading to launch 

o Sustaining momentum after the launch 

• Create communities via social media 
o LinkedIn communities for the ACE, for editors, authors, peer 

reviewers, the media, and for communities of practice 
(e.g., policymakers) 

o Facebook and Twitter for specialized audiences and the 
lay public 

• A sustainable business model for 
DCP3.org 


