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The Disease Control Priorities Network at the 

University of Washington’s Department of Global 

Health, funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation, promotes and supports the use of 

economic evaluation for priority setting at both 

global and national levels through policy advocacy, 

country engagement, and the production of 

Disease Control Priorities, Third Edition (DCP3). 

DISEASE CONTROL PRIORITIES,  

THIRD EDITION 

Building on its predecessors DCP1 (1993) and 

DCP2 (2006), the third edition, published by the 

World Bank Group, provides the most up-to-date 

evidence on intervention efficacy and program 

effectiveness for the leading causes of the global 

disease burden. It goes beyond previous efforts 

by providing systematic economic evaluation of 

policy choices affecting the access, uptake, and 

quality of interventions and delivery platforms for 

low- and middle-income countries. 

Complete volumes of DCP3 will be published 

electronically and in hard copy in 2015 and 2016. 

They will be available at dcp-3.org and through 

the World Bank Open Knowledge Repository at 

openknowledge.worldbank.org.

	 How can countries set priorities  
for health?

	 How can countries improve 
population health, given limited 
resources?

	 What steps are feasible on the 
pathway to universal health 
coverage?
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Volume 1 – Essential Surgery 
March 2015
The Essential Surgery volume presents the burden of 
surgical conditions, along with health and economic 
analyses of procedures, platforms, and packages to 
improve care in settings with severe budget limita-
tions. Underscoring surgery’s contribution to global 
public health, the volume explores the challenges 
and successes found in implementing surgical care 
strategies in low- and middle-income countries. 

Volume 2 – Reproductive, Maternal, 
Newborn, and Child Health 
Early 2016
The Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, and 
Child Health volume covers conditions along 
the reproductive health continuum, exploring 
interventions that support healthy lives from before 
birth until age five.  

Volume 3 – Cancer 
November 2015
The Cancer volume delves into the frequently 
overlooked burden of cancer in low-resource 
settings. Considering that cancer treatment is often 
prohibitively expensive, this volume explores feasible 
options for prevention, screening, and treatment of 
various types of cancer, as well as cancer-related 
insurance and financing policies.

Volume 4 – Mental, Neurological,  
and Substance Use Disorders 
Late 2015

Mental, neurological, and substance use disorders 
take many forms that often require chronic treatment. 
This volume looks at global and regional estimates 
for the burden of these disorders, along with the 
effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of interventions 
and packages of care available in low- and middle-
income countries.

Volume 5 – Cardiovascular,  
Respiratory, and Related Disorders 
2016

Non-communicable diseases are the largest 
contributor to premature morbidity and mortality 
globally. This volume reviews the health and 
economic burden of such diseases, and effective 
and feasible options for prevention, diagnosis, 
and treatment. 

Volume 6 – HIV/AIDS,STIs, Tuberculosis, 
and Malaria 
2016
The HIV/AIDS, STIs, Tuberculosis, and Malaria volume 
explores the cost-effectiveness of prevention, 
treatment, and management of major infectious 
diseases endemic in low-resource settings. 
Treatment as disease prevention, specialized health 
delivery platforms for certain populations, balancing 
access to TB prevention and treatment, and malaria 
elimination are among the topics highlighted.

Volume 7 – Injury Prevention and 
Environmental Health 
2016
The Injury Prevention and Environmental Health 
volume addresses topics such as interpersonal 
violence, water and sanitation, global warming, 
road traffic injury, unintentional injury, priorities for 
environmental health and injury control, and policy 
implications for addressing these conditions.

Volume 8 – Child and Adolescent 
Development 
2016
The Child and Adolescent Development volume 
discusses childhood chronic illnesses, chronic 
malnutrition, and cognitive development. It seeks 
to evolve beyond the acute and severe conditions 
traditionally addressed under the rubric of child 
health, and give emphasis to the longer run 
consequences of chronic conditions. 

Volume 9 – Disease Control Priorities: 
Improving Health and Reducing Poverty 
2016
The final volume in the series provides an overview 
of DCP3 findings, including a summary of messages 
and substantive lessons to be taken from DCP3. 
This volume discusses health system policies (such 
as financing global health, quality of care, and 
strengthening regulatory systems in low- and middle-
income countries), as well as the methods and 
resources used throughout all DCP3 volumes.

An essential resource for countries as they consider 
how best to improve health care, as well as for the 
global health policy community, technical specialists, 
and students.
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DCP3 – DISEASE CONTROL PRIORITIES, THIRD EDITION
DCP3 presents its findings in nine individual volumes addressed to specific audiences. The first eight volumes 
are structured around packages of conceptually related interventions, while the ninth provides an overview 
with main findings and conclusions about achieving health priorities. 

Similar to the first and second editions, DCP3 includes an up-to-date comprehensive review of the efficacy, 
effectiveness, and cost-effectiveness of priority health interventions, with the goal of influencing program 
design and resource allocation at global and country levels. In addition, DCP3 volumes present systematic 
and comparable economic evaluations of selected interventions, delivery platforms, and policies, based on 
new analytical methods being developed specifically for DCPN. The comprehensive economic evaluation 
incorporates evidence on intervention quality and uptake, along with non-health outcomes such as equity  
and financial protection.


